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The Revolutions of 1989 formed part of a revolutionary wave in the late 1980s and early 1990s that resulted in the end of communist
rule in Central and Eastern Europe and beyond. The period is sometimes called the Fall of Nations or the Autumn of Nations, a play on
the term Spring of Nations that is sometimes used to describe the Revolutions of 1848. The events of the full-blown revolution first
began in Poland in 1989 and continued in Hungary, East Germany, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Romania. One

Box 13.3: Political culture and the collapse of Soviet Communism. It is indisputable that Russia has enjoyed less success than most
states in East and Central Europe in managing the transition to democracy since 1991.Â 74 years of communist rule had been
preceded by a dozen years of limited parliamentary democracy under the last Tsar and centuries of autocracy. There was no national
democratic tradition on which reformers could draw.Â To many Western observers, Putin's effortless assertion and retention of power,
despite scandals like the murder of the exiled dissident Alexander Litvenenko,prove that Russian political culture lags far behind other
European states in its acceptance of liberal democratic values.

