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Although the original Cambridge History of India, published between
1922 and 1937, did much to formulate a chronology for Indian history
and describe the administrative structures of government in India, it has
inevitably been overtaken by the mass of new research over the past
fifty years.

Designed to take full account of recent scholarship and changing
conceptions of South Asia's historical development, The New
Cambridge History of India will be published as a series of short,
self-contained volumes, each dealing with a separate theme and written
by a single person. Within an overall four-part structure, thirty-one
complementary volumes in uniform format will be published. Each will
conclude with a substantial bibliographical essay designed to lead non-
specialists further into the literature

The four parts planned are as follows:

I The Mughals and their contemporaries

II Indian states and the transition to colonialism

III The Indian Empire and the beginnings of modern society

IV The evolution of contemporary South Asia

A list of individual titles in preparation will be found
at the end of the volume.



THE NEW
CAMBRIDGE
HISTORY OF

INDIA
II · 5

European commercial enterprise
in pre-colonial India

OM PRAKASH
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



CONTENTS

List of figures page x

List of maps xi

List of tables xii

General editor's preface xiv

Preface xvi

Introduction 1

1 India in the Indian Ocean trade, circa 1500 8

2 The Portuguese in India, 1500-1640 23

3 The European trading companies: exports from 72

Europe and the generation of purchasing power

in Asia

4 The companies in India: the politics and the 111

economics of trade

5 Euro-Asian and intra-Asian trade: the phase of 175

Dutch domination, 1600-1680

6 The VOC and the growing competition by the 211

English and the French, 1680-1740

7 The supremacy of the English East India Company, 268

1740-1800

8 European trade and the Indian economy 315

9 Conclusion 337

Bibliographic essay 352

Index 366

IX



Product details. Series: The New Cambridge History of India. Paperback: 340 pages. Publisher: Cambridge University Press; Reprint
edition (January 26, 1996). Language: English. ISBN-10: 0521566037.Â  Coupled with other stresses, the final succession war fatally
compromised the power of the Imperial court and resulted in an India comprised of a set of regional successor states. This was the
chronically divided and conflict plagued subcontinent that permitted opportunistic European conquest. Read more. (New Cambridge
history of India ; III, ) Includes bibliographical references and index. (hb). . Science â€“ India â€“ History. .Â  indigenous epistemologies
and practices. A history of science in India must also be a history of India, not merely a history of the projection of Western science onto
India. One of the principal rationales for a work such as this, which seeks to give an interpretative overview of science, technology and
med-icine in India from the late eighteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries, must be that there is a new recognition of the centrality of
science to an eective under-standing of the history of India during the period marked by. Search the history of over 377 billion web
pages on the Internet. search Search the Wayback Machine.


